“It’s only with the heart that one can see rightly; what is essential is invisible to the eye.”

-Antoine de Saint-Exupery


8th ILA
Welcome to English Language Arts class!

Materials needed for class:

· Textbooks supplied by school (Grammar, Reading)

· Copybook/Binder

· Pen/Pencil/Highlighter

· A chapter book of your interest on appropriate reading level
(if you have a different choice, check with the teacher first)
Class Agenda:


This year we will complete a multitude of lessons involving grammar, the writing process, reading a variety of literature (nonfiction/fiction), spelling, vocabulary, and poetry. We will log our time spent reading throughout the school year. We will spend a large portion of our time applying our grammar skills to our daily writing.
Other Responsibilities:


You are responsible for your own success. This includes checking the homework site daily for important updates and completing any assignments listed. This also includes acting appropriately inside and outside the classroom. Please review the demerit system we have in place for the 2014-2015 school year clearly stated in the student handbook.
Classroom Rules:

· Be prepared (homework completed, having materials, participating)
· Be respectful

· Speak only when it’s appropriate (remember to raise your hand first)
· Practice virtue
Suggestions:

There is always room to grow!  Is something difficult?  Don’t despair—keep giving it your best shot.  Have you mastered something?  Get better at it.  We will not be perfect until we’re Heaven, in God’s company.

Participate in class.  Engage the lessons and your work.  Ask questions.  I am available for help.  It’s my job, and I’m happy to do it!

Recommendations:


You will master skills necessary for success in reading and writing as an American citizen, but that does not necessarily you are growing into your fullest potential.  Doing small—but regular—things can greatly increase your reading and writing skills, and your personality.

Here are some ideas:

· Read material of your own choice on a daily basis.  Your mind engages a text differently than how it engages it during class.  There is enormous opportunity to expand your mind and heart (yes, your heart!) by reading on your own.

· Challenge yourself.  If you are a regular reader already, change your book preference sometimes.  For example, mystery may be your favorite type of book to read, but when was the last time you read something sci-fi?  Or a play for that matter?
· Read from different eras.  Visit a used book store, and you will find a treasure trove of times past.  Genres, characterization, story-telling, voice and style, vocabulary—all of these change over time.  Instead of reading a book written today dealing with the history of slavery in the United States, read something a person actually wrote during that time period as they lived in it.
· Keep a journal.  There is something irreplaceable about a personal journal.  Make it a point to write ON YOUR OWN.  You might simply record the day’s events, or only write in it during intense emotional times.  Perhaps your journal will be full of songs, or maybe sketches from your imagination—who knows?  That journal could be the starting point for an amazing work someday…but you will never know unless you write on your own!
Please date and sign below and have a parent/guardian do so as well.
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“Of the making of many books there is no end…”

-Ecclesiastes 12:12a


